March 16, 2007
Environmental Management Division

TO:
Glenn Research Center

              
Attn:  Information Systems Division/A. Facca

THRU:
Chief Information Officer
FROM:       
Director, Environmental Management Division

SUBJECT:
Electronics Stewardship Requirements

On January 24, 2007, the President issued Executive Order 13423, "Strengthening Federal Environmental, Energy, and Transportation Management".  This Executive Order, along with its associated instructions, place new requirements on the federal government in the area of electronics stewardship.  These requirements will work to reduce the environmental impacts of electronics through federal agencies' purchasing, operations, and disposal actions.  NASA's Scientific & Engineering Workstation Procurement (SEWP) is already recognized as a federal leader regarding the purchase of environmentally-preferable computers meeting the ANSI/IEEE 1680 standard (more commonly known as "EPEAT").  

The new Executive Order places requirements in several areas that intersect with the NASA hardware and software standards, including:

Requiring desktop and laptop systems meet the EPEAT standard:  The agency is required to purchase at least 95% of its computers meeting the EPEAT standard where it applies (desktops, monitors, and laptops).  For simplicity, we would propose a one-line addition to NASA-STD-2805 requiring products to be registered to ANSI/IEEE 1680.  Alternatively, an interim standard from your organization could be distributed pending a more complete update of NASA-STD-2805.

Of note, current hardware being provided by the ODIN contractor already meets EPEAT, and SEWP has EPEAT as a "preference" in its contract language.  

Ensuring that computers are deployed with energy savings functions activated for both the computer and monitor:  The requirement is that computer and monitor power savings functions be activated on all desktop and laptop systems.  In discussions with the Agency OCIO, it is preferred that this requirement be met through changing the baseline software "core load" and achieving success through the "refresh" cycle, as opposed to proposing an Agencywide adjustment of each computer.  We look forward to your recommendations on how this can be achieved through NASA-STD-2804 or other standards.
I would appreciate if you would provide me a timeline for implementing these actions, so that we may insert them into NASA's Electronics Stewardship implementation plan being tracked by OMB.  We will be required to provide OMB with a status on these activities around June and December of each year.
If you have any questions regarding the Agency's electronics stewardship efforts, please contact Mike A. McNeill at 202-358-1886 or email <mike.a.mcneill@nasa.gov>.
James S. Leatherwood
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